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2007 GISBORNE CHARDONNAY/VIOGNIER 
 
Winemakers Notes 

Gisborne had a stunner of a year in 2007. Some are saying that it was the best vintage in 

30 years! Our 2007 Gisborne Chardonnay (75%) Viognier (25%) uses Chardonnay 

assembled from a number of vineyards around Gisborne. The Viognier comes from a 

single vineyard at the base of the Hexton Hills. The components were separately vinified 

and aged (in stainless only – no oak at all) and then combined just prior to bottling. The 

Chardonnay component gives the wine focus and familiarity while the Viognier 

component adds weight and richness along with breadth and length of flavour. The 

Viognier also brings a hint of exotica to the assemblage. 

 

Analysis 

Alc 14%  Acid 6.5g/L  Res Sugar 6.8g/L  pH 3.50  

 

 

Tasting Notes 

Colour:  This wine is pale gold in its youth, but with time will develop straw and 

deeper gold tints. 

 

Bouquet: Stonefruit dominates the nose of this wine; peaches, nectarines, apricots. 

Mingled with this are floral notes (lemon flower and orange flower) backed 

by gentle spice notes. 

 

Palate:  Viognier gives weight and richness on the start, then the Chardonnay 

component kicks in, focusing and giving structure to the palate. 

 

 

Cellaring  

We have never made a Chardonnay Viognier blend before so we are unsure how well this 

wine will age. However Gisborne Chardonnay always looks good in its youth and 

Viognier is not a wine for the cellar and so we recommend that this wine be drunk in the 

next few years while it is full of youthful intensity. 

 

Independent Reviewer’s Comment 

“A subtle bouquet displaying peach, lime zest and floral characters. The palate is well 

fruited and rounded showing creamy texture, vibrant acidity and a lengthy finish. The oily 

textural component of Viognier is coming through nicely. At its best: now to 2011.” SK 

 

Awards 

Silver Medal – Air New Zealand Wine Awards 2008  

Four Stars – Wine Orbit 2009 


